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The Australian Logistics Industry 

ü Adds more than $130 billion to the 
Australian economy each year. 
 

ü This represents 8.6% of Australia’s 
GDP. 
 

ü Employs 1.2 million Australians. 
 

ü Every 1% efficiency improvement 
boosts GDP by $2 billion. 

 



ALC’s Consistent Advocacy on Telematics 

ü ALC has been on the record supporting the 
mandatory use of telematics devices in 
heavy vehicles since August 2010. 
 

ü ALC members believe mandating use of 
telematics is essential to enhance safety 
outcomes. 
 

ü Experience of ALC members has been that  
that telematics systems improve the 
normative behaviour of drivers. 

 



2014 Compliance Framework - Key Principles 

ü In February 2014, ALC made a 
detailed submission outlining 
the key principles that would 
need to be observed to build 
industry support for mandatory 
telematics. 
 

ü That submission’s content was 
informed by extensive industry 
consultations. 
 

 



Key Principles (continued) 

As identified in that 2014 submission, the key principles were: 

V Innovation should be kept commercial, and close to the 
customer; 

V Regulators and enforcement agencies accessing telematics 
information must be bound by privacy principles that are 
consistent; 

V Information collected by a telematics system owned and 
maintained by a business is the property of that business; 
and 

V A court authorised warrant be required for any 
investigator/law enforcement purposes for any law other 
than the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL). 

 



The current environment 

 
V Media attention surrounding heavy vehicle 

accidents – particularly in NSW – is creating 
political pressure to act on safety. 
 

V The Federal Government is due to release a 
National Freight and Supply Chain Strategy  
in late 2018. 
 

V The Teletrac Navman 2017 Telematics 
Benchmark Report Australia found that 88% 
of transport businesses are currently using, 
or are planning to use, telematics.  

 



The international picture 

 
V Mandatory use of Electronic Logging 

Devices (ELD) in heavy vehicles in 
the United States was passed by 
Congress in late 2015.  
 

V It came into effect on 18 December 
2017.  
 

V It is expected that Canada will follow 
suit in 2019. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



The international picture (continued) 

V The UK and Europe require 
EU-approved tachographs 
(analogue or digital) to 
record periods of driving, 
work and rest, plus distance 
travelled and vehicle speed.  

 
V Vehicles first registered in 

the UK and Europe after  1 
May 2006 must have digital 
tachographs installed.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The international picture (continued) 

 
V It is expected that ‘new generation’ tachographs will 

soon be mandated in the EU (around 2019 – precise date 
yet to be determined). 

 
V These will include a Global Navigation Satellite System 

(GNSS) source to produce a location stamp at start and 
end of driving (and otherwise at three hour intervals), a 
wireless enforcement function to communicate to 
enforcement officers possible manipulation, and 
integration with telematics equipment. 
 

V These international trends will place pressure on 
Australia to mandate telematics in heavy vehicles. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



How should Australian regulators respond? 

 
V Australia’s regulators should prepare for this eventuality 

now by ensuring Electronic Work Diary (EWD) standards 
are aligned with the Telematics Data Dictionary. 

 
V The EWD Policy Framework and Standard should be 

developed to be consistent with (or incorporated within) 
the National Telematics Framework. 

 
V This would prevent additional costs for operators who 

might purchase an EWD complying with lower standards, 
only to discover they must subsequently purchase 
another unit complying with a different, higher standard. 

 
 
 

 
 



ALC Blueprint for Introduction of  
Mandatory Telematics 



Now is the time to act… 

 
V The debate over mandatory telematics has gone on for 

long enough. 
 
V There is widespread consensus among the industry’s major 

players that it is time to act. 
 
V Linfox has recently re-joined ALC as a Corporate Member – 

in large part to pursue the incorporation of mandatory 
telematics in the HVNL. 

 
V Now we need to get the regulatory model right. 

 



Electronic Data Gathering –  
A Policy Restatement 

 
1. Data collected by a business is the property of the 
 business. 
 
2. Regulators and enforcement agencies may only collect 
 and use data collected by businesses: 
 (a) in the manner authorised; and 
 (b) for the purposes intended by an Australian law. 
 
3. Access should otherwise be governed by the privacy 
 principles in force in the jurisdiction.  
 
 



Electronic Data Gathering –  
A Policy Restatement 

 

4. Regulators must clearly specify in legislation: 

 (a) the data fields to be collected; 
 (b) the purposes for which it is being collected; and 
 (c) the confidence level the data must possess. 
 

5. Regulators need to accept that in the usual case, 
 commercial data applications will not be calibrated to 
 record data to a level that it can be presented as 
 evidence of the facts recorded beyond a reasonable 
 doubt. 
 
 

 



Electronic Data Gathering –  
A Policy Restatement 

 

6. Regulators need to consider whether a particular 
 statutory requirement requires the collection of data 
 accurate to the level of confidence required for 
 prosecution purposes. 

 

7. Businesses should be able to use systems designed and 
 represented by vendors as  meeting prescribed data 
 confidence levels for a particular statutory purpose, or 
 if absolutely necessary, using  equipment that satisfies 
 regulator ‘type approval’ requirements. 
 



Electronic Data Gathering –  
A Policy Restatement 

 

8. Regulators should endeavour to develop a consistent 
 confidence level for data collected for civil statutory 
 purposes. 

 



A summary of the current ALC view 
 

V Heavy vehicles should carry telematics equipment to 
discharge identified statutory requirements identified by 
an Australian law. This could include measuring speed 
and vehicle movements or Electronic Work Diary (EWD) 
information. 
 

V Collection of this information could then be used by 
agencies for compliance and enforcement purposes. 

 
V The design of the mandate should be consistent with (or 

be incorporated within) the National Telematics 
Framework. Any relevant equipment must comply with 
the Telematics Data Dictionary. 

 
 
 

 
 


